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its character. This fort is recent; the chief of Hofhoof elected
it during the last century to serve as a " bridle" to the
impetuous onset of the Wahhabees, when the hordes of Nejed
poured down through the passes of Grhoweyr, and approached
the capital of the province from this direction. Alas ! that the
"bit" should have been broken, the "bridle" unavailing. It
now stands dismantled, a page from past politics, like the Dra-
chenfels or Conway Castle.

Another smaller fort, a watch-tower in fact, rises close by.
Like the Khoteym it is built of unbaked bricks, hardened by
process of time into the semblance of stone. For seventy or
eighty years these unroofed walls have braved winter rains and
spring blasts without losing an inch of their height or opening a
fissure in their sides.

Hence due south the view extends over a waste ami deseit
space, interposed between the province of Hasa arid that of
Katar, a natural boundary dispensing with artificial limits
between^the rival domains of Nejed and 'Oman. Did nn exact
frontier-line exist, it would run about twenty miles south of
Hofhoof. On the south-cast low sand-hills shut out fioin \iow
the Grulf of Bahreyn and the harbour of Ajeyr, not far distant; to
the south-west rise the heights of Ghowcyr, andbclowthenrKyu-
Nejm and another village. Sha'abah itself is out of sight, but
above it we can discern the last steep buttiess of the coast-range,
which then sinks down to a low undulation and indines
eastward to join at some distance the hills of Katar, which AVI 11
carry it on with little interruption to 'Oman.

Turning westward, we have before us a multilude of water-
courses, no longer the wells of Nejed,, but living running .streams
amid deep palm-groves, and a vegota.tion of that snni-Indian
type peculiar to this part of Arabia,. Many little villages stud
the plain, till at a north-westerly distance of live or six miles
the cavernous cliifs of l)jebel-el-Moghil/oe, or "Mountain of
military expeditions," where perished the armies of 'Abbas,
chief general of the caliph Kl-Ma'tcdtwl-b-'Illah, in the days of
Aboo-Sa'^ed-cl-Djenfibee, the first Carinaihiau monarch, clost;
in the prospect. But the mountain-chain extends for at least a
hundred miles farther north, and ends beyond \Vah and it,*-
copious waters. North and east of Hofhoof is one green mas,*-